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PART 1

India – Vietnam cooperation in STI



Relationship

• Vietnam and India 
established their diplomatic 
relations in 1972

• Upgraded the ties to 
comprehensive strategic 
partnership in 2016. 

• They are working to 
implement an action 
programme materialising the 
partnership for 2021-2023. 

• They always support each 
other and regularly exchange 
delegation across all levels, 
particularly high-level ones.



Trade & 
Investment



Pespectives

• India – Vietnam reliased the importance of STI cooperation since 
early time. Signed several agreements in this field

First STI 
Agreement

1978 (signed)

1996 
(renewed)

Joint 
Committee 
managing 

STI 

1997 
(established)

• STI cooperation between India & Vietnam fostered late 90s till now

• Cooperation in training HR in STI: Top priority between the two

• Scholarship:     ITEC,         CEP/EEP,      GCS,      Budda scholarhip



Landmark… India PM to visit Vietnam

Space exploration & study for peace

IT cooperation, Internet security

Nuclear power for peace

Agreement on platform for IT high quality training

Agreement between VASS and ICWA (India Council for World Affairs)

Sept., 2016
13 Agreements

India Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi



Landmark … Vietnam PM to visit India

Facilitate current agreements 

Prime Minister 
Nguyễn Xuân Phúc

Jan., 2018

• Indian Space Research Organisation - ISRO
• Ministry of Resources and Environment (Vietnam)

Center for National 
Remote Sensing



Main areas of STI cooperation India - Vietnam

1. Nano technology application in producing materials, military, 
healthcare, agriculture, IT, telecommunication, chemistry

2. Bio technology in moelcule biology, in agriculture, healthcare, 
enviroment service

3. Oceanography in earthquake & tsuniami alert, ..

2
0

1
0

Bio techlogoloy focus
(restructuring agriculture)

1) Traditional route (agriculture)
2) Advance tech: renew energy, hi-

tech, space tech
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Vietnam innovation system



Vietnam 

national 

innovation 

system
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Journey 

to 

innovatio

n in 

Vietnam
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The abundance of Government support programs for 

startups 
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Key Government Support Program For Startups

In order to foster an ecosystem of startups, the Vietnamese Government has developed a range of programs and projects in the joint efforts of relevant

ministries, agencies, and localities. Some of the key Government programs that support in building this ecosystem are highlighted below.

Organization Program Scope Key event

MINISTRY OF 

PLANNING & 

INVESTMENT

o Build a complete innovation ecosystem at scale to enable technology transfer,

development, and commercialization.

o Pilot an encouraging regulatory environment for innovative activities.

o Provide utility services including offices, co-working space, laboratories, event

spaces, and a technology showcase center.

o Connect startups with various funding channels.

o Serve as a launchpad for startups through incubation and accelerator activities.

MINISTRY OF 

SCIENCE & 

TECHNOLOGY

o Provide financial support for players within the startup ecosystem such as

incubators, accelerators, universities, etc.

o Create a favorable environment to support the formation and development of

fast-growing enterprises based on the exploitation of intellectual property,

technology, and disruptive business models.

o Contribute to the improvement of the legal framework for supporting startups.

o Enhance networking and connect Vietnam’s startup ecosystem with the

world’s.

VIETNAM CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY

o Nurture the entrepreneurship spirit among college students and young people

by providing early training on startup education.

o Create a network of universities, research institutes, and businesses for

mentorship and seed funding for promising startup projects by students.

Note: NIC - Vietnam National Innovation Center; ISEV - National Program 844; NSSC - National Startup Support Center 

The abundance of Government support programs for startups

1
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Vietnam’s startup ecosystem in 2022



Highlighs in the innovation system

• Global Innovation Index (GII)
In the latest ranking of GII of 2022 (WIPO), Vietnam ranks 48/132, down 4 places compared to 2021, and stands at 
the second place in the group of 36 low-middle-income economies, losing the top position of low-middle-income 
countries to India.

• Venture capital firms actively investing into Technology Startup
Vietnam’s golden age from late 2019 - early 2020 when it received special attention from investors, and domestic and 
foreign venture capital funds. The total number of investment deals in 2021, which reached 165 - up 57% compared to 
2020, and was a record of venture capital investment in Vietnam (US$1.4 billion in total) - three times higher than that 
of the previous year.

• The Government is gradually completing and consolidating the Policy 
system, offering support programs to promote the Vietnam Innovation 
Ecosystem.



Vietnam’s startup ecosystem in 2022



• SOONICORN



Journey to innovation in Vietnam

• How to shorten the time from idea to commercialization?
• Lean startup approach

• Design thinking

• How innovation could be sustained and secured the market demands?
• Customer centric

• Integrated strategic partnership

• Open innovation

• How innovators access to market information?
• Rapid prototyping 

• Corporate innovation
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Best practices of grassroots innovation through 

university industry linkage
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Best practices of grassroots innovation through 

university industry linkage

• FTU Innovation and incubation space - FIIS

• FTU curriculum: E&I curricular

• FTU student program: Kawai startup contest, Vietnam Social Innovation 
Challenge
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OUTSTANDING STARTUPS - FTU
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You can't connect the dots looking forward; 

you can only connect them looking 

backward. So you have to trust that the dots 

will somehow connect in your future.

“

Steve Jobs
”
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THANK YOU
Le Thai Phong PhD.

lethaiphong@ftu.edu.vn


